Over-expression of superoxide dismutase and lack of surface-thiols in spermatozoa: inherent defects in oligospermia.
The infertility associated with oligospermia had been suspected to be a direct consequence of the impairment in fertilizing ability of the spermatozoa rather than the presence of low sperm number per se. This study defines some of these impairments, which include an over expression of superoxide dismutase, poor superoxide anion radical generation capacity and a lack of sperm-surface thiols in oligospermia. The abnormal biochemical make-up of spermatozoa could explain their low fertilizing ability in case of oligospermia.